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Pursuing a Path Toward Sainthood

Thank you, Class of 2019!
experience Christ's love and goodness, just as it's been shown to
me."
 
Our graduates presented this check to Father Chase following the
Baccalaureate Mass on graduation weekend. Father Chase prayed a 
blessing for missionaries over them and sent them on to medical school,
campus ministry, FOCUS missions, education, research, and even
positions here at the University of Idaho. Graduating class of 2019, you
make us proud!

Voice

This spring, the Vandal Catholic graduating class of 2019 made the first-
ever class gift to St. Augustine's. Each graduate was challenged to make
a pledge of $1,000 in monthly installments of their choosing. Pledging
over $13,000, they now join a rich legacy of alumni who make sure that
future Vandal Catholics also find community, intellectual formation,
vocational discernment, and a deeper relationship with Christ during
their years at the University of Idaho. Graduate Melanie Leija shares,
"St. Augustine's has allowed me to grow in ways I didn't know
possible, and I want to ensure others have the opportunity to



Dr. Gracjan’s class, “The Catholic Optic: Utopia, Dystopia, Art
and Faith from the American Revolution to the Present Day,” is
a key component of the new Vandal Catholic Intellect program
at St. Augustine’s. Students read literary greats such as Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, G.K. Chesterton, and Flannery O’Connor, as well as write a
critical essay and an original fiction work. They’ve described the class as
“drinking from a fire hose,” and they can’t seem to get enough.
 
The Vandal Catholic Intellect program also features an evening
lecture by Dr. Gracjan each month, as well as an annual debate
each spring. So far, he’s given lectures 'Why Catholic Art—and
Catholic Literature in Particular—Matters Today' and 'Faith & Athletics:
Chasing Impossible Perfection as Preparation for the Only Perfection
that Matters.' The debate will be on the authenticity of the Shroud of
Turin.
 
Our new Director of Intellectual Formation is a true
Renaissance man: a holder of a Ph.D. in History from Mississippi State
University, an author of two books—a novel and a historical manuscript,
a fluent speaker of English and Polish and proficient speaker of at least
three more languages, and a former professional baseball player in
Europe. Even more admirable is his deep devotion to the Catholic
faith, humble spirit, and ability to engage students. "It never  
 
 

Dr. Gracjan recently moved to the Palouse with his wife, Katy, a professor
of Landscape Architecture at Washington State University, and their two
young sons. He describes his experience at St. Augustine’s so far as “sheer
joy.” He says he feels so at home with so many serious Catholics, is
impressed by the brilliance of the students, and loves the staff and Fr.
Chase. “We’re all on the same team here.”
 
Anyone speaking with Dr. Gracjan is immediately caught up in his
enthusiasm for what the Vandal Catholic Intellect program can become.
Currently, he and Fr. Chase are working with the administration at
the University of Idaho to get his course accredited as a 3-credit
class. Not all students can afford a private Catholic education, but here at
St. Augustine's they can receive an excellent education at the U of I and
also an intellectually rigorous formation in the Catholic faith. Dr. Gracjan
has plans for future courses on Catholic literature, the early Popes and
Church Fathers, and faith and politics. 
 

Introducing: Vandal Catholic Intellect

"...St. Augustine's-Idaho will
become the number one place
in America for Catholic young

men and women who
want to grow intellectually

and spiritually..."

Dr. Gracjan deep in conversation with two students, Cecily Parell and Dominic
Schmid, and FOCUS missionary, Luke Russell, following his Thursday morning class.

It’s 7:30 a.m. on a chilly Tuesday morning, yet the classroom at the
Catholic Center is packed with people. What would woo university
students, parishioners, and community members out of bed
so early, week after week? The dynamic and engaging teaching of
St. Augustine’s new Director of Intellectual Formation, Dr. Gracjan
Kraszewski. 
 
 
 

feels like he is talking down to us…I feel super comfortable putting forth
an answer even if I’m not super sure it’s a well-formulated idea. I still feel
comfortable to throw stuff at the wall and see what sticks,” says Peter
Hoch, graduate student in Soil and Land Resources.
 
 



Pursuing a Path Toward Sainthood
By Lenah Matz, Junior 
Majors: Exercise Science and Philosophy 
Minors: Pre-health Studies and Bioethics
 
In my time here at St. Augustine’s, which is going on three years, I have been formed in an endless
number of ways that have all stemmed from involvement with the parish and its Catholic Center.
Just some of things that sparked my radical reconversion include: how to pray and listen to God;
how to develop a relationship with God in and outside of prayer; how to go about intellectual
growth, especially pertaining to knowledge about the Catholic faith; what authentic friendship is
and how to live by sharing it with others; and how faith is not just aimed toward the soul but also
for the growth and betterment of our bodies and minds, being the gifts that they are. All of the
ministries work in this webbed and layered way of servicing all facets of a person. 
 
It all began with a single invitation to a prayer group, led by a student who also experienced and
shared the powerful impact of St. Augustine’s. This was the beginning of my journey which led to
being a part of a Bible study; going to Wednesday night events; getting involved in the Vandal
Catholic Gym; committing to a weekly Adoration time; leading a Vandal Catholic Gym session; and
eventually continuing on to lead a Bible study of my own. 
 
All of the ministries here at St. Augustine’s provide a way for students to get involved and double-
fold into an opportunity to invite others to become involved. 
 
From the depths of my heart, thank you to everyone who has contributed their time, donations,
efforts, and prayers to the students at St. Augustine’s Catholic Center. St. Augustine’s and its
ministries are truly facilitators in leading people to answer the call of diving deeper into their faith
and pursuing a path toward sainthood.
 

When asked about his hopes, Dr. Gracjan
replies,“That St. Augustine's-Idaho will become the
number one place in America for Catholic young men
and women who want to grow intellectually and
spiritually and that they'll see it as an oasis from the
crushing—and depressing—secularization about
them as did those drawn to Benedictine Monasteries
during the chaotic—and equally crushing and
depressing—‘Dark Ages.’” 
 
Students seem to agree and are hungry for this kind
of formation, “We need intellectual formation in
the chaotic landscape we have now. If you’re
not solid in what you believe and why, you’ll be 

cut down by alternative philosophies and thrown about,” says Jonathon Shaber, senior in Environmental Science and regular participant in Dr.
Gracjan's class. 
 
Peter Hoch adds, “When I’m done here, it’s probably the thing I’m going to miss the most. I’m not sure the next church I’m a part of will have
something like this. It’s such a unique opportunity.”



Mika Russell, FOCUS Missionary
Hometown: Vancouver, WA
Alma Mater: Western Washington
University
Favorite Hobby: Playing ukulele
Favorite Saint: St. Veronica 
Favorite Bible Verse: “Behold, I make all
things new.” –Revelation 21:5
Highlight: “I am most excited about
helping women discover their true
identity.”

Anthony Thompson, FOCUS Missionary
Hometown: Oceanside, CA
Alma Mater: San Diego State University – Go
Aztecs!
Favorite (Recent) Book: Prince Caspian by C. S.
Lewis
Favorite (New) Saint: St. John Henry Newman
Favorite Saint Quote: “This world is thy ship, and
not thy home.” –St. Thérèse of Lisieux
Highlight: "Adoration; students praying before the
Blessed Sacrament."

Focus on FOCUS!

Hannah Lacy, FOCUS Missionary
Hometown: Ashland, MO or Hartsburg take
your pick haha
Alma Mater: Missouri State University (Go
Bears!!)
Favorite food: Cheesecake!!!
Favorite Saint: St. Rose of Lima
Favorite Bible Verse: "O you who dwell in
the gardens, my companions are listening
for your voice, let me hear it." –Song of
Solomon 8:13
Highlight: "I am so excited to see Jesus
transform this campus even more than He
already has and to see the love of Christ
grow in the hearts of the students!"

Luke Russell, FOCUS Missionary
Hometown: Edmonds, WA
Alma Mater: Western Washington University
Favorite Hobby: Climbing 
Favorite Saint: St. Margaret Mary of Alacoque 
Favorite Bible Verse: “So, being affectionately
desirous of you, we were ready to share with you
not only the gospel of God but also our own
selves, because you had become very dear to us.” 
–1 Thessalonians 2:8
Highlight: “I am most excited about teaching
people how to pray.”

Natalie Nowland, FOCUS Team Leader
Hometown: San Antonio, TX
Alma Mater: Texas A&M University
Hobby: Running, hiking, & brewing kombucha
Favorite Saint: St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
Favorite Bible Verse: “Let us know, let us press
on to know the Lord; his going forth is sure as the
dawn; he will come to us as the showers, as the
spring rains that water the earth.” –Hosea 6:3
Highlight: “On Fall Retreat, I had one of my
freshmen Bible Study members attend. I was able
to present her the Gospel—Jesus’ life, death,
resurrection and the gift of eternal life through
Him. She accepted! We have been meeting weekly
since to grow in prayer and her intimacy with
Jesus. She is a great gift!”

Fellowship of Catholic University Students
(FOCUS) is an international campus ministry
now on 137 college campuses. They have been
partnering with us at the University of Idaho
since 2016, meeting students in dorms and
Greek houses, inviting them to Bible studies
and Mass, and discipling them to be lifelong
followers of Christ. 
 

Currently we have 11 Bible studies and 15
students in discipleship being trained to
lead Bible studies of their own and invest
in the lives of other students. Meet our
brand-new 2019 team of fantastic FOCUS
missionaries!



Griselda Sánchez García, Hispanic Ministry
Hometown: Kennewick, WA
Alma Mater: Eastern Washington University 
Favorite Hobby: cooking & dancing bachata, merengue &
cumbia!
Favorite Saint: St. Thérèse of Lisieux 
Favorite Saint Quote: “The secret of happiness is to live
moment by moment and to thank God for all that He, in His
goodness, sends to us day after day.” --St. Gianna Molla
“I have found the paradox, that if you love until it hurts,
there can be no more hurt, only more love.” Saint Mother
Teresa
“We cannot all do great things, but we can do small things
with great love.” Saint Mother Teresa
Highlight: Being on prayer teams for fall retreat and seeing
all the students who were there to encounter our Lord.

Prayer Corner
Praises

Intentions

Please keep us in your prayers!

Praise be to God for all those who gave so generously to
our second annual Matching Gift Collection, helping us
raise over $38,000 for campus ministry!
Praise for a parish that warmly welcomes and nurtures
students
Praise for our growing staff who are devoted to the Lord and
passionate about campus ministry

Increased devotion to Jesus through Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, prayer, and the sacraments
Openness of students' hearts to encounter the Lord in Bible
studies and fellowship
Students deciding about attending the FOCUS SLS conference
and our spring break mission trips to Jamaica and Colombia
Fundraising efforts for students attending the FOCUS SLS
conference or spring break mission trips 
Increased zeal for souls

Fall Highlights

OKTOBERFEST -- Sep. 21

 CANDLELIGHT MASS
Thursdays @ 9:00 pm

FALL RETREAT -- Sep. 27-29 



Mission Statement:
To live, foster, and proclaim
the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the University of Idaho.

Greetings from St. Augustine’s Catholic Center! It’s hard to imagine that it’s been five years since I began
serving here! The growth and impact of our ministry continues to inspire me; each year has truly made a greater
impact. This year promises to be the biggest one yet, with the number of people active in various parts of our
campus ministry, the number that we welcome to celebrate the various sacraments and see in prayer, and in our
deepening relationship with the university and our community at large. God is truly blessing all of us in many ways!
 
I’m excited to share with you in this issue of our newsletter about the impact of St. Augustine's in the life of
one of our students, our new Vandal Catholic Intellect program headed by our new Director of Intellectual
Formation, Dr. Gracjan Kraszewski, the ministry of our FOCUS missionaries, and some of our fall campus
ministry highlights. Thank you for your prayers and support for all that we do here at St. Augustine’s Catholic
Center! Enjoy the newsletter!

God bless you,

St. Augustine's Catholic Center
P.O. Box 3457
Moscow, ID 83843

"To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek Him the greatest adventure; 
to find Him the greatest human achievement." --St. Augustine of Hippo

Vandal Catholic Voice 
is published twice a year. 

Send comments to:

Fr. Chase Hasenoehrl, Pastor

Website:
www.vandalcatholic.org

Email:
vandalcatholic@gmail.com

Telephone:
(208) 882-4613

Amy McNelly
Director of Development

amcnelly@vandalcatholic.com
(509) 592-7227

www.vandalcatholic.org
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Changing the world one student at a time
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